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CITY OF NORWALK 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION COMMITTEE 

APRIL 10, 2014 

 

 
ATTENDANCE:   Michael Lyons, Chair; Michael Barbis, Sherelle Harris, Shirley Mosby.  

   

STAFF: Tony Daddona, Deputy Superintendent; Diane Filardo, Talia Negroni;  

Craig Creller, Curriculum Specialist; Gloria Tenofsky, NEF; 

District Data Team Representatives: Howard Ziperstein, Maureen Jones, 

Keisha Sullivan, Russell Smith, Jane Wilkins, Early Literacy Specialist; 

   

   

Call to Order 

 

Mr. Lyons called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and asked Mr. Daddona to give an update on 

all of the various initiatives for curriculum in the district for K-5 Language Arts, Math, English, 

6-12 and SBAC Testing.   

 

Mr. Daddona gave a status report and an overview of the roles and responsibilities of the 

Curriculum Specialists and District Data Team members.  

 

There is an Elementary Common Core (CC) Literacy Coach, Danielle D’Andrea who works 

directly with Early Literacy Instructional Specialists on all matters related to K-5 Literacy; 

Covers 7 buildings, focused on 14 first and second year teachers in LA subject areas, long term 

substitutes, and those with changed assignments: 

 Supporting teachers and understanding the shifts in instruction with CC ELA 

 Coaching  teachers on one-on-one in the classroom – imbedded P.D. 

 Research and sharing best practices. CC - ELA 

 Design  and models sample lessons 

 Sharing tools for CC instruction 

 Meeting individually with teachers during planning time to share progress 

 DRA II data and mentoring minds data 

 Develop data collection procedure, format & analyze data to add to instructional needs. 

 Coordination of elementary literacy committee. 

 

Mentoring Minds – Benchmark Assessment 

 

Ms. Maureen Jones, Assistant Principal at Cranbury School,  gave an overview of the benchmark 

assessments in K-5 Literacy.  She explained that there is an assumption that this is beginning in 

the fall, but they have been doing this for two years already.  She stated that they have data now 

collected for the past year and reviewed the data and assessments. 
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The following reports were presented: 

  

Status Report on Common Core Implementation, Mathematics and English, K-12 

 

 
 

Comments and questions were fielded throughout the review of the handouts.   

 

Talia Negroni then gave an update on the Grossman Family Foundation Grant: 

 



City of Norwalk 

Board of Education 

April 10, 2014 

Page 3 of 7 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ms. Jane Wilkins gave an overview of integrated and differentiated learning approaches in 

curriculum with Journeys. Assessment reports were reviewed as follows: 
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Steps  

 

 
 

Ms. Keisha Sullivan spoke about the Middle School Language Arts program for grades 6-8 and 

reviewed the publishers pacing guide and the benefits of coordination through instruction. 

She explained that the process established in September is all tests are done at the same time 

throughout the district to coincide with units of study.  Mr. Russell Smith then spoke about the 

program and how reintegration of novels into the curriculum has had a literacy boost for the 

program. 
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Mr. Craig Creller then provided an update overview of the Go Math curriculum: 
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III. SBAC Testing Update 

Ms. Diane Filardo provided the following update: 
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There were discussions of staff training modules and the student centered learning models and 

parent feedback.  Mr. Daddona referred to recent success stories at Brien McMahon High School 

and national recognition that is upcoming in February 2015. 

 

Mr. Lyons commended all for the efforts and progress made with curriculum development and 

implementation of the new approach for foundations and fundamental progress.  

 

Mr. Lyons added that the textbooks are a small part of the package as the comprehensive nature 

of these changes fare exceeds past practice with curriculum implementation.  He added that most 

important thing is development of a system and district-wide approach to closing the 

achievement gap and what was needed for big scale fundamental changes.   

 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

**  MR. BARBIS MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

**  THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Marilyn Knox,  

Telesco Secretarial Services 


